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1000 OFFICIALS ATTEND 
NTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
OF MAYORS IN CHICAGO 


Mayors from five continents focused 
geir attention on renewal and planning 
principal concerns of the 1960's, at 
e International Municipal Assembly, in 
icago May 11-14. 


i) More than 1,000 mayors and other city 
Hficials attended. Joint sponsors were the 
nited States Conference of Mayors and 
e Canadian Federation of Mayors and 
unicipalities. Mayor Richard J. Daley, 
)59-60 president of the U.S. Conference, 
fas Host for the assembly. 


| The mayors of the four largest cities 
f the United States pointed to urban 
newal and housing as the chief problems 
ycing cities today in a May 11 press con- 
rence. They were Mayor Daley; Mayor 
bbert F. Wagner, New York; Mayor 
orris Poulson, Los Angeles; and Mayor 
chardson Dilworth, Philadelphia. 


j Another theme of the assembly was 
fe need for further recognition of ur- 
n problems on the national level. 
e U. S. conference adopted resolu- 
ns recommending establishment of a 
Hbinet position for urban affairs and 
ditional Congressional action on re- 
Rwal and housing. 


#U.S. Senator Paul Douglas of Illinois, 
a luncheon address, commented that 
ych a federal office might be titled the 
Wepartment of Urbiculture.’’ He also 
fegested decentralization of some local 
vices, such as police, fire and school 
cation, into smaller governmental units 
i large cities. 


Dr. Philip M. Hauser, chairman of the 
iversity of Chicago Department of 
bciology and consultant to the Depatt- 
jent of City Planning, predicted that 65 
r cent of the country’s population will 
living in metropolitan areas by 1970. 
This growth, he said, will lead to crises 
urban maintenance, human relations, 
blic facilities and governmental rela- 


nships. 


“Although many cities have done a com- 
pndable job of getting projects under 
y, only a small number can show the 


SILL IN CONGRESS PROVIDES FED 


Or CAlssinay: 


The new Federal Center, looking south 
from Monroe, between Clark and Dear- 
born. This schematic model indicates the 
proposed court house (left), office build- 
ing (center background) and post office 
(low building, center foreground). Chi- 
cago Tribune photo. 


same rate of progress in the disposition 
and redevelopment phases,’ David M. 
Walker, commissioner of the federal Ur- 
ban Renewal Administration, said. 

He reported that completed projects 
have produced an average increase of 
300 per cent in local tax revenues. 

Mayor Daley and Mayor R. M. Simpson 
of Arnprior, Ontario, president of the 
Canadian federation, presided at business 
sessions, held in the Conrad Hilton Hotel. 

Approximately 250 assembly visitors 
participated in a tour of urban renewal 
areas on May 12, conducted by the de- 
partment. The itinerary included Lake 
Meadows, Prairie Shores, Illinois In- 
stitute of Technology, the Hyde Park- 
Kenwood Urban Renewal Area and 


several Chicago Housing Authority de- 
velopments. 


ae 


RAL CENTER FUNDS 


NPN SA IN 


HOUSE APPROVES $5.5 MILLION 
FOR INITIAL CONSTRUCTION; 
NOW PENDING IN SENATE 


Legislation now pending in Congress 
would provide funds for initial construc- 
tion for the new Chicago Federal Center. 

The Independent Offices Appropriations 
Bill, passed by the House April 20, would 
make available $5.5 million for demolition 
and installation of footings. As of mid- 
June, the bill was pending in the Senate. 

First stage of the project will be a 
multi-story court house and office building 
on the half-block east of Dearborn, be- 
tween Adams and Jackson. 


Second, according to plans announced 
by John W. Chapman Jr., U.S. General 
Services Administration regional direc- 
tor, the old Federal building on the 
block to the west will be razed. A high- 
rise office building, small post office and 
plaza will be constructed there. 

Total estimated cost of the center is 
approximately $105 million. 

Final drawings for both buildings are 
expected by early 1961. Each of four 
architectural and engineering firms is re- 
sponsible for one planning phase. They 
are Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, design; 
Schmidt Garden and Erikson, mechanical; 
Naess and Murphy, architectural working 
drawings; and A. Epstein and Sons, struc- 
tural and electrical. Linus E. Sandstrom 
is project administrator. 


These firms revealed a scale model of 
the project in February. It indicates gen- 
eral floor space and building relationships, 
not specific design. The model is now on 
display at the Museum of Science and 
Industry. 

The Development Plan for the Cen- 
tral Area of Chicago called for new fed- 
eral buildings in the area proposed for 
the new center. The department, which 
announced the plan in August 1958, 
worked closely with GSA in preliminary 
site selection and planning. 

The Chicago Plan Commission has 
recommended that the Federal Center in- 
clude grade separated pedestrian walk- 
ways, connecting with rapid transit lines 
and other buildings. 

The city-county Civic Center, in the 
block east of the present City-County 
building, will contain these facilities. Both 


(continued on next page) 


(continued from front page) 


centers will provide essential additional 
space for government agencies. They will 
also create much-needed downtown open 
space for civic gatherings and cultural 
activities. 


Construction of government buildings 
will be one of the first direct steps taken 
by public agencies in revitalizing the 
central area. 


Both government complexes, the city- 
county Civic Center and the Federal Cen- 
ter, will make use of existing public prop- 
erty. In the north Civic Center, present 
public buildings will be retained and re- 
lated to new structures. This pattern will 
help to maintain the compactness of the 
Central Commercial District. 


The two centers will be closely assoct- 
ated with other downtown facilities, rather 
than being isolated in a single large 
development. 


Each center will contain a small, 
usable plaza adjoining the buildings. 
Walkways in both developments will 


provide safe, convenient access to and MAYOR’S COMMITTEE TOURS RENEWAL AREAS 


amon e. buildings. Members of the Mayor’s Committee on Urban Renewal begin their tour of ho) 


Plazas and building arcades will provide ing and renewal developments-on April 28. Their itinerary included Lincoln Pail 
facilities for year-round, day-long activt- west side redevelopment projects, Hyde Park and luncheon at Lake Meadovy 
ties. Ceremonies, exhibits, restaurants and 


concerts in the government centers will In photo (left to right) are Robert A. Snow, director of land acquisition, Chices 


Meno tomandecolor te the heart of Housing Authority; Alex H. Zimmerman, assistant to commissioner, Department} 

the city. Buildings; Alvin E. Rose, executive director, CHA: D. E. Mackelmann, commission 

The Chi Public Building C : Community Conservation Board; Mayor Richard J. Daley; Clifford J. Campbs| 
e Chicago Public Building Commis- 


deputy commissioner, Department of City Planning and committee secretary; Coo 
missioner Ira J. Bach; John G. Duba, Mayor’s administrative officer and committ 
vice-chairman and coordinator; and James G. O’Donohue, first assistant corpo» 
tion counsel. 


sion, County Board and City Council have 
approved development of the two-building 
Civic Center for city and county offices. 
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RENEWAL OFFICIALS SPE 
AT NAHRO MEETING 


Executives of Chicago renewal agena 


URBAN RENEWAL IN CHICAGO 


Current totals for projects under way or planned: 


AGENCY NUMBER OF ACRES NET PROJECT COST addressed the National Association | 
PROJECTS (thousands of dollars) Housing and Redevelopment Offic 

Chicago Land 22 743 $ 78,780 north central regional conference, i 
Clearance 26-27, in Milwaukee. 
Commission D. E. Mackelmann, commissioner, Cé 
Community 10,996 $ 64,778) munity Conservation Board; Phil A. Do} 
‘Conservation executive director, Chicago Land Cid 
Board ance Commission; and Harry Schnei« 
Chicago director of management, Chicago Hous} 


Housing Authority, participated in the progr} 
H 4 : | 
Authority James Arkin, general plan divisi 


a er (2 925 dwell ; TEES George Nollet, zoning division; 
' ne ing Robert Whiting, research division, v 

units) among the 150 who attended. 
ination ob $122,139) After the conference, Arkin vis 
ess (7,197 dwelling Greendale, one of the ‘greenbelt’ cil] 
Unite) developed by-the U.S. Resettlement 4] 
ministration in 1935. It is a suburb |} 
proximately 10 miles southwest of doy} 
Includes federal and local government allocations for Hyde Park-Kenwood, Near West Side, Lincoln Park oe Sees , | 
and Englewood urban renewal project areas. Does not include constroctiontcests of private vedeveloveent Greendale 8 being choked by i 
CHA has completed 34 projects containing 19,545 units, on 629 acres, subdivisions around it,” Arkin So 
i 20 oacanaa re “Apparently the methods of maintat 
the surrounding green belt are inadequi 
in the face of population expansion.” | 


Includes federal and local government allocations, not construction costs of private redevelopment. 
Designated conservation areas. 


at a total development cost of 


ZIMMERER CITES TRENDS 
N INDUSTRIAL EXPANSION 


Suburban industrial growth is supple- 
enting expansion within Chicago, Paul 
. Zimmerer, the department's director 
research, told a recent meeting of more 
an 250 west side businessmen. 

“The city is maintaining its industrial 
itality, but changing locational and em- 
loyment trends demand serious con- 
tion in the planning program,” he 
ud. 
~Zimmerer summarized research find- 
igs at the Duncan Y.M.C.A. annual 
7est Central Area luncheon. He dis- 
assed economic development in ‘‘Area 
7,’ as designated in the department's 
entral Area Plan. 

The plan calls for light industrial and 


mmercial limited redevelopment in the 
ea bounded by Kinzie, Ashland, Con- 
ess and the Northwest expressway. 
Zimmerer pointed out that prelimi- 
ry results of an industrial movement and 
‘pansion study indicate an increase in 
e number of Chicago manufacturing 
“ms employing 50 persons or more. Thx 
umber of these concerns in “Area 17” 
5 declined, he said. 

Businessmen in the area have organ- 
ed a committee to counteract this trend 
7 promoting private development. L. L. 
iff, vice-president of the Mid City Bank 
id chairman of the committee, also 
oke at the luncheon. 

In his address, Zimmerer also cited 
ve major economic factors which must 
fe considered in the planning program: 

1. The rate of capital investment. 

/2. Land reserves needed for industrial 
<pansion and growth. 

3. Specialized land requirements for 
ifferent types of establishments. 

4. Responsibility of planners to exert 
adership in establishing industrial de- 
lopment patterns. 

5. Utilization of each area in relation- 
iip to the planning goals of the entire 


ty. 


PLAN COMMISSION APPROVES 
NORTH SHORE CHANNEL PLAN 

The Chicago Plan Commission 
approved a proposal to develop 
land along the North Shore Chan- 
nel with parks and a landscaped 
thoroughfare at its May 5 meeting. 

Commissioner Ira J. Bach pre- 
sented the plan, which involves 690 
acres owned by the Metropolitan 
Sanitary District between Lawrence 
Avenue in Chicago and the lake 


shore in Wilmette, , 
At its June 2 meeting, the commis- 


sion approved a plan for re-aligning 

streets and parking facilities along 

Cicero at Midway Airport, to 1m- 

prove traffic flow. Members also en- 

dorsed the Community Conservation 

Board's renewal plan for the South 
' Shore-O’Keeffe area. 


Leslie S$. O‘'Gwynn has resigned his posi- 
tion as the department's director of plan- 
ning, effective May 2, 1960. 

O'Gwynn, who had served in this posi- 
tion since 1957, resigned for personal 
reasons. Ernest E. Melvin has been desig- 
nated acting director of the general plan 


division and Jerral T. Harper acting as- 
sistant director. 

“Mr. O'Gwynn’s high sense of profes- 
sional standards has left an indelible im- 
pression on his associates, as evidenced 
through the work program developed un- 
der his leadership,” Commissioner Ira J. 
Bach said in announcing the resignation. 


FIRST IN SERIES OF ARTICLES 
ON ASSISTANT DIRECTORS 


This month, Plans and Progress begins 
a series of sketches on assistant division 
directors in the Department of City Plan- 
ning. 

George J. Nollet, born in Conrad, 
Montana (population 300), is assistant 
director of the Department of City Plan- 
ning zoning di- 
vision, City of 
Chicago (popula- 
tion 3,750,000). 

Steps in this 
transition from 
tural to urban 
included moving 
to Chicago in 
1924, attending 
Tilden Technical 
High School, and 
receiving bache- 
lor’s and master’s 
degrees from the University of Chicago. 

Nollet joined the department in 1951. 
His assignments have included industrial, 
retail area, medical center and redevelop- 
ment studies. He did much of the work 
involved in preparation of the Reference 
Atlas. 

His current responsibilities include as- 
sisting in review of urban renewal and 
other projects and preparing speciat re- 
ports on planning inquiries. 

" Nollet and his wife, Erna, reside at 
1313 E. Madison Park, Chicago. 


G. J. NOLLET 


Marjorie Macris, assistant director of 
“the public information section, works with 
publications, re 
ports and pro- 
grams for visitors 
and community 
groups. 

Mrs. Macris 
joined the de- 
partment in 1957. 
She was first with § 
the staff of the 
general plan di- 
vision. In 1957 
she received a 
Master of Science 
degree in journalism, with a minor in 
city planning, from the University of 
Illinois. 


M. W. MACRIS 


ASPO MEMBERS REVIEW 
PLANNING METHODS 
AT ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


Practical methods of meeting urban 
needs—what to do and how to do it— 
were the focus of the American Society 
of Planning Officials conference, May 22- 
26, in Miami Beach, Florida. 

Discussion topics included zoning, sub- 
divisions, waterfront development, urban 
renewal and industrial trends. Approxi- 
mately 1,300 North American planners 
attended. 

Ernest E. Melvin, acting director of 
planning, and Philip Zeitlin, zoning divi- 
sion, represented the department. 

Ruth Moore, reporter for the Chicago 
Sun-Times, received the first ASPO 
Journalism Award, for her contribution 
to the understanding of planning activi- 
ties. 

The ASPO Silver Medal Award was 
presented to Sir Frederic Osborn, honor- 
ary secretary, Town and Country Planning 
Association, Welwyn Garden City, Eng- 
land. He was one of the original planners 
for the English garden cities. 

Planning operations in the United States 
tend to have an air of morality and inflexi- 
bility about them,”’ Osborn said in his key- 
note address. ‘In England, where we have 
regulatory powers, we take a more prag- 
matic approach,” 

“Land banks” were discussed by 
Lawrence M. Cox, Norfolk, Virginia, 
redevelopment official, in a panel on 
urban renewal. Under this measure, 
the renewal agency would clear land 
and resell it to a private corporation 
for an interim use until permanent re- 


construction. 
Anthony Adamson, St. Lawrence De- 


velopment Commission, Toronto, spoke on 
the seaway. Parks, flood control facilities 
and historical landmark preservation were 
included in the construction program, he 


said. 
State administrative review of zoning 


decisions was the subject of one clinic. 
Speakers, including Richard F. Babcock, 
Chicago attorney, discussed effects of state 
review upon overburdened courts and 
local autonomy. 

“Journalists should spend more time 
criticizing planning proposals,” Grady 
Clay, real estate editor of the Louisville 
Courier-Journal, said. He stated that too 
many reporters praise any plan that is an- 
nounced, without analyzing it. 

ASPO offices are at 1313 E. 60th St., 
Chicago. Dennis O’Harrow is executive 
director. 


DUBA NAMED 
RENEWAL COORDINATOR 


John G. Duba, Mayor’s administrative 


officer, has been named coordinator of 
the Committee on Urban Renewal. 

He will work directly with agencies 
represented on the committee, to coor- 
dinate individual programs. 
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Marie O. Blachut, city planner, general 
plan division; Donald Granzin, drafts- 
man, graphic section; and John O’Don- 
nell, research assistant, research division, 
recently joined the department staff. 

Mrs. Blachut left her native Poland 
three years ago. She worked as a city 
planner in Canada before coming to Chi- 
cago in February. 

England is making use of small parks 
and courts, not vast open spaces, in re- 
building programs. Percy Johnson-Mar- 
shall, leading British planner, recently 
presented a slide talk to the department 
on redevelopment of bombed-out areas. 
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PEOPLE, PLACES AND PLANNING 


The Chicago Tribune recently cited 
Eric Yondorf, planner in the coordina- 
tion division, for his work in escorting 
overseas visitors for the Institute of Inter- 
national Education. 

The United States Information Agency 
will soon broadcast an interview with 
Commissioner Bach on their French Na- 
tional Network program. 

More news from France—nine leading 
Paris financial and public officials visited 
the department April 29. They discussed 
Chicago’s program and toured urban re- 
newal areas. 

Sally Leonard, assistant payroll clerk, 
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sailed for Europe May 25. She plana 
five-week tour of six countries. 
Joanne Pilat was honorary com 
sioner of city planning on Junior Offici 
Day, May 10. She is a high school seni 
sponsored by the Catholic Youth Orga’ 


zation. 


Jerome Jacobsen has been transfer 
from the department’s research divis 
to administration. 


The summer-fall edition of Ni 
Homes Guide magazine features an art? 
by Commissioner Bach, entitled. ‘Pl 
ning a Livable Community.” 


